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Christian Church, Lalibela 
[Ethiopia] 



Christian Church, Lalibela 
[Ethiopia] 

Coptic Christian Priest 



AXUM’S 
ACHIEVEMENTS Controlled  

NE African 
Trade 

Written 
Language 

Spread  
Christianity 
in No. & E.  

Africa 

Terrace 
Farming 

Fiercely  
Independent 

-resisted Islam  







Trans-Saharan Trade 

GOLD 

SALT 



Gold “Money”, Ghana/Ivory 
Coast 

Ghana Empire [4c-11c] 

Salt 

Converted to Islam 
10th Century 



Mali-13th Centruy-15th Century 

•  Broke away from 
Ghana 

•  Active trade- security 
•  Heavy Agriculture 

Base 
•  Ibn Battuta 
•  University at Timbuktu 
 



Timbuktu-”Heavenly Clay” 



Great Mosque at Djenne, Mali 



Mansa Musa [r. 1312-1337] 



Sunni Ali [r. 1464-1492] 

Songhai Empire [15c-16c] 

• Independent empire within Mali 
• Established independence then 
took over Mali 



Islamic 

Diffusion 



Benin Empire [15c-19c] 



Bronze from Benin (16c) 



Bantu 

Migrations: 

 
1000 BCE 

To 

500 CE 





Eastern Swahili 
City-States 

Arab Dhow 



Great  Zimbabwe [1200-1450] 


