
Ancient Harappan Civilization 
Harappan Civilization 
• 2500 – 1600 BCE 
• Indus River Valley 
• Dravidian (dark-skinned) 
• Herded cattle & farmed 
• Worshipped fertility gods  
• Icons in shape of cattle & 
pregnant women 
• Ritualized bathing pools 
• Houses showed 
evidence of distinct class 
divisions 
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Aryan Migrations 
• 1600 – 1000 BCE 
• Large, light-skinned 
• Nomadic horseman from  
central Asia (S. Russia) 
• Brought:  

• Herding 
• Oral tradition in Sanskrit 
• Aryan Gods 
• 4 Classes  

8. Describe the interaction 
of the Dravidians and 
Aryans that occurred in 
the VEDIC AGE in India. 
9. How did this blending 
of Dravidian and Aryan 
cultures impact political 
organization and social 
structure? 

 
Called the “Vedic Age” 

Classical Hinduism 
•  By 500 BCE (start of the Classical Era) 
•  Oral traditions written down in the Vedas 
•  4 Varnas = Castes and their (Dharma) 

1.  Brahmin = Priests (learn scriptures) 
2.  Kshatriyas = Warrior/Aristocrats (govern and fight) 
3.  Vaishyas = Merchants (to sell goods/work) 
4.  Shudras = Peasants (to serve) 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

   UNTOUCHABLES 
•  Jati = Sub-castes that further divide the varnas 
•  Samsara = reincarnation (cyclical existence of the soul) 
•  Karma = good and bad deeds  
•  Dharma = duty 
•  Moksha = Salvation or release from the cycle of Samsara 


