AP WORLD HISTORY
Course Syllabus

“If we do not change our direction, we are likely to end up where we are headed.” 








    Ancient Chinese Proverb
“Then I began to think, that it is true which is commonly said, that the one-half of the world knoweth not how the other half liveth.”









Rabelais

What is the direction the world is taking? What paths have been taken in the past and can the future be assisted by knowledge of the past?  Has humanity moved forward, making life better for the next generation?  What has been handed down from the past and what will be the legacy of this generation to the future?  As the world gets smaller, how much understanding of each other is required to navigate the challenges and opportunities ahead?  We will be thinking about these questions and many others as we study World History together.

The pace of AP World History is rapid and expectations for performance are high because students who enroll are choosing to be academically challenged. One objective of the course is to provide a demanding and rewarding course for students with an interest in history and desire to work with other committed students. Another objective is to help students develop skills required to be successful at the college level. The AP Exam given in early May provides an opportunity for students to measure their achievements; therefore, since the course is College Board approved and is designed to prepare students for the exam, students are expected to take the exam. 
AP students are to be congratulated for taking on this challenge while often being involved in many other activities outside the normal school day, so organization and self-discipline help students maintain the rigorous reading schedule throughout the school year. Successful participation in AP courses requires dedication and support on many fronts. Encouragement from home can truly make a difference. As is often the case, careful planning that promotes quality work is preferable to waiting until the last minute. AP students are amazing and I look forward to the challenges ahead.
EXPECTATIONS:  In order to assist the class in running more smoothly, I will need your cooperation in the following areas:
1. Bring your textbook, notebook, pencil/pen, and paper to class each day.

2. Be in your seat by the time the tardy bell stops ringing and begin answering the daily warm-up.

3. Be positive, cooperative, and respectful toward all others.

4. Follow all directions.
5. SCHOOL TARDY POLICY WILL BE ENFORCED
6. SILENCE & PUT AWAY ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES BEFORE ENTERING THE CLASSROOM.  Thank you!
BOOKS:  Students will be assigned a book and are responsible for the proper care of their books.  Replacement and/or damage fees will be assessed as needed.  Replacement cost is $100.

GRADES:  As authorized by the College Board, grades earned in AP courses are weighed to reflect the rigor of college level work.  In figuring GPAs, A=5 points, B=4 points, C=3 points, D=1 point and F=0 points. The following categories and percentages for grades will be used:
Tests/Quizzes-------------40%

Writing/Projects----------30%

Home/classwork----------30%

A=excellent work  (WALKS ON WATER)  


90-100%

B=above average work  (SWIMS LIKE A FISH)   

80-89%

C=average work   (TREADS WATER)   


70-79%

D=below average work  (BARELY FLOATS)  

60-69%

F=failing grade    (SINKS LIKE A ROCK)  


0-59%

LATE WORK:  Late homework will not be accepted.  Major assignments may or may not be accepted late, but if accepted, will be lowered one letter grade for each day it is late.  Student must submit a written explanation with the late assignment in order for it to be considered for acceptance.  In line with PHS attendance policy, students have two days per each EXCUSED absence to submit missed work.  It is the responsibility of the student to identify and submit missed work.  Student work, tests/quizzes, etc. missed due to UNEXCUSED absences will NOT be accepted.
Thank you for showing an interest in history and I look forward to working with you. If you have questions or comments, feel free to contact me via email at dlawrence@eduhsd.k12.ca.us, phsapwh@weebly.com, or to leave a voice message at 677-2281 ext. 2346.

Sincerely,
Dana Sheldon Lawrence

AP World History Teacher

I have read the guidelines established for this class and understand what is expected.

_________________________________         __________________________________
                  Student Signature                                         Parent/Guardian Signature

Comments:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

